
P = Product 
C = Consumer 
S = Store 



FIG. 1 

(PRIOR ART) 



140 




FIG. 2 

(PRIOR ART) 



On-line Group Buying Site 




FIG. 3 
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Sourcing J 



Seller determines quantity of featured items 
at site for group buying sale and a time 
period for the sale 



-401 



Seller asks supplier to reserve the quantity 
of featured items desired for the desired 
time period 



-403 




Sellers and suppliers enter into binding 
agreement; set quantity for sale equal to 
quantity reserved 



-409 



Conduct at least one group-buying sales 
using the quantity for sale 



-411 



Contact suppliers and inform suppliers of 
the quantity sold; release quantity not sold 
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Supplier/seller follow agreed upon procedures 
for shipping featured items to buyers 
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( Return ) 



FIG. 4 



(Group Product A 
Sourcing J 



Seller determines quantity of featured items 
desired for group-buying sale and a time 
period for the sale 
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Seller asks supplier to reserve the quantity 
of featured items desired for the desired 
time period and for some consideration 



-503 




Sellers and suppliers enter into binding 
agreement; set quantity for sale equal to 
quantity reserved 



-509 



Conduct at least one group-buying sales 
using the quantity for sale 



-511 



Contact suppliers and inform suppliers of 
the quantity sold; pay supplier for the quantity 
sold; release quantity not sold 



-513 



Supplier/seller follow agreed upon procedures 
for shipping featured items to buyers 



-515 



( Return ) 



FIG. 5 



